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This motion addresses issues arising from the Council being ‘inadvertently’ misled by its current 
representative on the Lincolnshire Police and Crime Panel which led to councillors voting down a 
motion based on what has proved to be false information.
 
The background and some of the issues this incident has raised are as follows:

At the Council meeting on 27th June, in response to questions by a member of the public, the 
Deputy Leader admitted that the ‘announcement’ by Councillor Ray Wootten to Council on 23rd 
May that an extra £10 million funding had been secured for Lincolnshire Police in the current year 
was not true. 

1. It is now clear that when councillors voted down a motion on 23rd May calling on MPs to 
lobby Government for more funding in the face of cuts to police numbers and rising crime 
across South Kesteven in good faith, it was on the basis of false information provided by 
Councillor Wootten

2. On 27th June, the Deputy Leader assured councillors that Councillor Wootten wished to 
make a statement to Council regarding what he understood to be a ‘miscommunication’ 
between Councillor Wootten and the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC). The Deputy 
Leader said given the circumstances – and despite the defeat of the motion on 23rd May - 
policing across South Kesteven should be scrutinised by the Council and suggested inviting 
the PCC to give evidence. 

3. Councillor Wootten was not in attendance at the 27th June Council meeting when he was 
named in a written question submitted in advance on the issue and read out under the 
agenda item Public Open Forum agenda item. Councillor Wootten arrived later but then left 
the meeting and was absent for Members Open Questions when the issue was raised 
before again returning to his seat.

4. As well as falsely announcing to Council on 23rd May that an extra £10 million had been 
secured for Lincolnshire Police in the current year, Councillor Wootten also assured Council 
on 23rd May that “There will be NO CUTS to police numbers in the current year.” However, 
responses from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner to Freedom of Information 
requests demonstrate that contrary to Councillor Wootten’s assertions, Lincolnshire Police 
expects to be employing some 50 FEWER police officers at the end of the current financial 
year than there were at its start.

 
Council notes that Cllr Wootten was previously forced to resign as Chairman of the Lincolnshire 
Police and Crime Panel after he ‘inadvertently’ misled MPs when giving evidence to a 
Parliamentary Select Committee.
 
However, following the latest incident, on 28th June, the very day after our Council publicly 
admitted it had been ‘inadvertently misled’ by Councillor Wootten, it is understood he was elected 
Deputy Chairman of the Police and Crime Panel.

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


At the same 28th June meeting of the Panel, the Police and Crime Commissioner warned that 
Lincolnshire Police faces a £6.5 million shortfall next year unless current funding levels are 
enhanced.

Meantime, there is increasing public concern over rising crime levels across South Kesteven as 
evidenced at www.police.uk

For example, earlier this year the Neighbourhood Policing Panel serving The Deepings expressed 
no confidence in Lincolnshire Police earlier this summer. Over one weekend earlier this month 
local residents complained about lack of police response and living in fear as a gang tore through 
the community committing a catalogue of crime over three days. 

Given all the circumstances outlined above, this Council resolves to:

1. Instruct the Chief Executive to write to all Lincolnshire MPs to lobby for a fairer funding 
settlement for Lincolnshire Police particularly given the Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
warning of a £6.5 million funding gap next year.

2. Formally invite the Police and Crime Commissioner to an evidence-based scrutiny of all 
aspects of crime and policing across South Kesteven. Council requests that in light of 
recent events and to ensure public confidence, it would be inappropriate for scrutiny of 
policing to be chaired by Councillor Ray Wootten.

3. Urge the Leader of the Council to consider replacing Councillor Wootten as the Council’s 
representative on the Police and Crime Panel to ensure that the public – and this council – 
can have confidence that future information provided regarding policing and police funding 
is accurate and properly researched.

http://www.police.uk/

